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{ GOV o:  I. M. Kersh, Associate General Manager
oL L Environmental Restoradon & Waste Management
JENS J. P { =
REC o, JM. i EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc.
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::e-'.zn‘,\';.él_ T Recendy, we have become concemed with the storage of Resource Conservation and
MCRGAN, AV 11 Recovery Act (RCRA) regulated wastes ar the 750 and 904 pads. Specifically, we are
el L concemed that runoff from these pads is managed in such a way that Rocky Fiars Plant
rrCADES. JL.

does not violate RCRA or the Clean Water Act (CWA). We also wish to assure that runof?
from the aforementoned pads will not result in exceedance offmgﬂ%%sct by the Colerado
Water Quality Conrrol Commission in surface wateTs downsagzs-of the Plant. .z

Cwor dots OVT 7
Asregards RCRA, we wish to assure that runoff from the pads is not of irself classifiable
as hezasdous waste. My siaff has discussed this maner with Mr. Fred Dowsez of the
Colorado Deparmment of Health. It was Mr. Dowsett's belief that, if spills of hazardous
waste had occurred on the pads, documentation of adeguate cleanup would be sufficient o
assure that subsequent runoff would not be classified as hazardous waste. Mr. Dowsert
was informed of our current practce of performing radiological surveys 10 assure spill
cleanup. While he believed thar this may be an effective means of determining whether or
not spills had besn cleaned up, he also expressed the desire to compare this type of
screening with actual analyses for hazardous materials, such as heavy metals, and other
potental screening parameters, such as nitates.

With regard 1o potental CWA compliance concemns that may be associated with runoff
from these pads, we ne=d 10 assure that runoff is being adequately characterized with
resoect 1o its possible contminant load. The terms of our Nadonal Pollutant Discharge
Eliminadon System (NPDES) permit obligate us io report the discharge of new types of
pollutants in those cases of facility exgansion or the insdwdon of new processes on Plant
site. While we do not believe that pad runoff consdrutes the type of discharge change
andcipated by the language of our NPDES permit, we do believe that 2 full characterizacon
of our pad runoff (at least with respect to those contaminants most likely to occur in the

.. runoff) is both prudent in terms of opdmum protecdon of downsoeam waters and timely in

terrns of the impending renewal of our NPDES permit. We have spoken with Mr. Bob
Shankland of the U.S. Eavironmental Protecdon Agency in this regard, and he

recommended insdmdon of easily monitored screening parameters w determine whether or

T2 =% 0 not water that accumulates on the pads is suitable for discharge. He also believed that
- characterizaton of pad runoff with regard to heavy metal content would provide
DATE B%q:/; worthwhile information to support our upcoming NPDES permit renewal Such 2
characterization would also provide informaton on the potential for pad runoff ¢ cause
RelfLr. 2

excesdances of downsweam water qualiry standards.

ADMIN RECCRD

SW-A-002966




J. M. Kersh

2 OC.'; - ! :S

.,

We therefore requess that you provide us with the following:

1.

A descripton of ¢ 1pracgces used to assure L@f hazardous wastes on the
750 and 904 pads are adequately cleaned up. If this procedure does not already

include sampling for heavy metals and nitrates, please propose alterafans to the
current procedure that address this. We also request that you proviéa?;iam that
might already exist regarding comparisons of radioacavity Ievels, heavy mels
concentratons, and nitrate levels resulting from spills of hazardous wastes on'the
pads in quesdon. -

Since we understand that you currently attempt to contain and sample water that

accumulates in these areas, we ask that you provide a description of current practices

to contain and treat runoff that accumnulates on the 750 and 904 pads. We also ask that
- Smp————=— . . « .

you describe for us the currerf samping practices for this water and the criteria used

for determining whether oz =g fhrs water is suitable for discharge. We request that

you provide us with ary recent data you mav have regarding the quality o WaIeT.
3 : C€5d0 not mclude samphing and analysis of this water for heavy

v+ metals, please propose a sampling program to gather data for heavy metals content of
-pad runoff water to support our NPDES permit renewal. If plans are underway to

-ty
improve our Capability to retain and/or treat pad Tunoll, please describe these plans - }f7 <
and their rationale. We concur with efforts to sample, analyze, and contain runoff frams
from these pads as necessary, and wish to assure that we are making every
reasonable effort to do so.

We ask that you provide this information to us by November 1,1990; we have conferred
with your staff in this regard.

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me or have your staff contact

Tom Lukow of my staff on extension 4561.

(&

David P. Sirmonson, Acting Assistant Manager
for Environmental Management ‘

J. Rampe, DOE
_J. Kieffer, DOE
nlle
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